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OBSERVATORY
SCOTLAND

BLUE MUSSEL BEDS - WORKSHEET

Complete this worksheet to test your observation skills.
Re-watch the video,and re-read the fact file if you need to.
Have you got what it takes to be an ocean explorer?

Name: Date:

1. What is the scientific name of the blue mussel?

2. Describe what a blue mussel shell looks like.

3. How deep are blue mussel beds usually found?

4. What are byssus threads, and why are they important to blue mussels?

5. Name two types of places where blue mussels like to live. i
6. Give two reasons why blue mussel beds are important for the marine ecosystem. 1

/. Why are blue mussels known as “water filter heroes"?

8. Explain two ways that living closely together helps blue mussels survive in the
sea.

9. Name two human activities or environmental problems that threaten blue
mussel beds.

10. Why is protecting blue mussel beds important for other marine species?
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