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	BLUE MUSSEL BEDS
	FACTFILE
	Scientific name: Mytilus edulis Other Common names: Common mussel Size: 5–10 cm (up to 20 cm) Depth: Around 10m

	special features..
	SUPERPOWERS!
	Blue mussel beds are vital for ecosystem function, as they are involved in nutrient cycling, provide hard surfaces in sedimentary areas and are a food source for wildfowl, seabirds and humans. They are also:


	MAIN THREATS!
	Commercial overfishing, pollution and ocean acidification (weaken their structure and increase mortality) and mussel dredging/ bait digging destroy these habitats - reducing biodiversity and making beds more prone to storm damage.
	Impacts..
	there is hope!
	Some reef areas are now protected within Scottish Marine Protected Areas. Fishing restrictions and scientific monitoring help coral ecosystems recover and survive.  Being labelled a Priority Marine Feature helps draw attention to this species, so that scientists, governments and you - the public - can help protect this species.
	Sustainable fishing limits, gear restrictions, and local management of hand collection help support the recovery of mussel beds. Blue Mussel beds are designated as a Scottish Priority Marine Feature, a UK BAP habitat and OSPAR threatened and declining habitat. These protections help to build awareness around these key species, so that more can be done to conserve them!



