
1. What is the scientific name of the flame shell?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What physical feature makes flame shells easy to recognise underwater?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Where do flame shells live on the seabed, and how do they protect 
themselves?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Explain one way flame shell beds help stabilise the seabed.
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
5. Why are flame shell beds described as “healthy habitats”?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. What did the Loch Fyne study reveal about biodiversity in flame shell beds?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. What causes the flame shell’s bright orange colour?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Name two locations in Scotland where flame shell beds are found.
________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Describe two human activities that threaten flame shell beds.
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Why can damage to flame shell beds have long-lasting effects on the 
marine ecosystem?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

FLAME SHELL BEDS  - WORKSHEET

Photo credit @ Lawson Wood: Ocean Eye Films

Complete this worksheet to test your observation skills. 
Have you got what it takes to be an ocean explorer?

Name:_____________________ Date:______________________
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