
1. What is the scientific name of the horse mussel? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. How large can horse mussels grow?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. How do horse mussels attach themselves to each other to form beds?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Where do horse mussels usually live, and what type of conditions do they prefer?
______________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Name two types of animals that live on or among horse mussel beds.
________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Why are horse mussel beds important for commercially valuable shellfish?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Why are young horse mussels more likely to be eaten than adult mussels?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. What is the Scottish Gaelic name for horse mussels, and what does it mean?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Name on area in Scotland where horse mussel beds are found?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Why does damage to horse mussel beds have a negative impact on the 
whole marine ecosystems?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

HORSE MUSSEL BEDS  - WORKSHEET

Photo credit @ Lawson Wood: Ocean Eye Films

Complete this worksheet to test your observation skills. 
Re-watch the video,and re-read the fact file if you need to. 

Have you got what it takes to be an ocean explorer?

Name:_____________________ Date:______________________
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