
1. Which two species form maerl beds according to this factfile?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What is maerl, and what colour is it usually described as?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. How do maerl beds form on the seabed?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What shape is Phymatolithon calcareum often compared to?
______________________________________________________________________________________
5. What kind of seabed and conditions does maerl prefer to grow in?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Name two types of animals that use maerl beds as habitat.
________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Why are maerl beds important for scallop fisheries in Scotland?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. What does it mean that maerl beds act as a “blue carbon store”?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. What natural feature found across western Scotland is made from fragments 
of dead maerl?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Why is damage to maerl beds difficult to reverse, and why does this matter 
for marine ecosystems?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

MAERL BEDS  - WORKSHEET

Photo credit @ Lawson Wood: Ocean Eye Films

Complete this worksheet to test your observation skills. 
Re-watch the video,and re-read the fact file if you need to. 

Have you got what it takes to be an ocean explorer?

Name:_____________________ Date:______________________
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