OCEAN

OBSERVATORY
SCOTLAND

NORTHERN SEA FAN AND SPONGE
COMMUNITIES - WORKSHEET

Complete this worksheet to test your observation skills.
Have you got what it takes to be an ocean explorer?

Name: Date:

1. What two main organisms form Northern Sea Fan and Sponge communities?

2. At what depths are Northern Sea Fan and Sponge communities usually found?

3. What type of seabed do these communities grow on? S

4. Why is steady water movement important for northern sea fans and sponges? Y

5. Name two other marine species that live in or around these communities.

6. Why are Northern Sea Fan and Sponge communities important for other marine
animals?

\

/. How do sea sponges feed, and how much water can they filter each day?

8. Where in Scotland are Northern Sea Fan and Sponge communities mainly found?

9. Name one human activity that threatens these communities and explain how it
causes damage.

10. Why does Scotland have a special responsibility to protect Northern Sea Fan
and Sponge communities?
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