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SEAGRASS BEDS - ANSWERS

1. Name two seagrass species found in Scotland and give their scientific names.

e Seagrass species in Scotland include common eelgrass (Zostera marina), dwarf
eelgrass (Zostera noltei), and tasselweed (Ruppia maritima) (any two correct with
scientific names).

2. At what depths are seagrass beds usually founa?
e Seagrass beds are found from the intertidal zone down to around 10 metres deep.
3. Explain two reasons why seagrass beds are important for marine life.

o Seagrass beds are important because they provide fish nurseries, support marine
life, and help stabilise the seabed (any two).

4. Seagrass beds cover less than 1% of the seafloor. Why are they still important in the fight
against climate change?

o Seagrass beds help fight climate change by capturing and storing large amounts x
of carbon, even though they cover a very small area of the seafloor.

5. Seagrass beds are often compared to tropical rainforests. What do seagrass beds do
faster than tropical rainforests? %

e Seagrass beds can capture carbon up to 35 times faster than tropical

rainforests

6. What role do seagrass roots play in protecting coastlines?
e Seagrass roots help hold the seabed together, reducing coastal erosion. k\
/. Where in Scotland are seagrass beds found? Name two locations or regions.
e Seagrass beds are found all around Scotland, including the Cromarty, Dornoch and
Beauly Firths, the Sounds of Barra and Harris, and Orkney and Shetland (any two).
8. Name three threats to seagrass beds in Scotland.
e Threats include disease, pollution, trampling, smothering, dredging, coastal
building, and invasive species (any three).
9. What happened to Britain's eelgrass in the 1930s?
* In the 1930s, a wasting disease wiped out much of Britain’s eelgrass.
10. Explain why seagrass beds are given special protection, such as Marine Protected Areas.
e Seagrass beds are protected because they are important habitats, support fish
populations, reduce erosion, help fight climate change, and are threatened, so

Marine Protected Areas help conserve them.



