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	FLAME SHELL BEDS
	FACTFILE
	Scientific name : Limaria hians Other Common names : Flame shell Size : 2.5 - 4cm Depth : 5 - 30m

	special features..
	SUPERPOWERS!
	Flame shell beds are crucial for ecosystem function. They are..


	MAIN THREATS!
	Flame shell beds are vulnerable to mechanical disturbance, particularly from bottom trawls and scallop dredging. These human activities damage the shells and harm species that live on flame shell reefs. Flame shell beds are also sensitive to changes in water quality and siltation, caused by chemical water pollution and excessive CO2 emissions.
	Impacts..
	there is hope!
	Some reef areas are now protected within Scottish Marine Protected Areas. Fishing restrictions and scientific monitoring help coral ecosystems recover and survive.  Being labelled a Priority Marine Feature helps draw attention to this species, so that scientists, governments and you - the public - can help protect this species.
	Flame Shell beds are a priority marine feature in Scotland’s seas and are protected in six locations around Scotland by a suite of Marine Protected Areas; where there are restrictions on bottom trawling and overfishing. We must spread awareness around this key species, so that more can be done to conserve them!



